WINSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Draft minutes of the ordinary meeting of Winsford Parish Council held on Monday,
29" September 2025 at 19.00 pm in Winsford Village Hall

Present: Councillors Colin Wilkins (CW) - Chair, lan Brooks (IB), Mel Mileham (MM), Kevin
Connell (KC), Mike Hillier (MH), Sarah Little (SL) and Clerk Jennifer Yates (JY). Somerset
Councillor Steven Pugsley (SP) attended part of the meeting.

CW opened the meeting at 19.05. He thanked the councillors for their attendance following
the change of date at short notice.

86.1
86.2
86.3
86.4

Public Question Time: None

Apologies for non-attendance: Councillor Bryany Neal

Declaration of Interests: None

To agree the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held 4th August, and any
outstanding actions: Minutes approved as a true record. Proposed MM, Seconded
KC. JY to add comment to swing signage re water course 85.4 and put together a
notice re volunteer roles 85.6.

FN arrived at 19.21

86.5

86.6

To consider Highways Matters;

a) Damage to road signage in village: There have been two incidents of
vehicles causing damage, on the repeater sign opposite the village hall
and another near the Glebe on Exford Road. It was agreed to try to report
these using the portal — CW volunteered to do this.

b) Bridge over the River Winn at the Ford: MH has kindly made temporary
repairs to the handrail which is rotten. The whole bridge needs to be
checked and SP recommended using the portal to contact the bridges
and structures team. CW will do this, and SP will mention it at the LCN
highways meeting on 17" October. The wall outside the Royal Oak will
also be reported on the portal.

c) AOB: Mr Little will be asked by IB/CW to clear around the salt bins as
usual. SP advised that winter maintenance will continue as usual this
year. Thanks were given to IB for checking the sites of the bins and bags
and returning the report to Somerset Highways. Gullies have recently
been cleared, news that was happily received. However, there was
concern that they have been done before leaf fall and may need redoing
before long. MH was asked to take a look at the raised drain cover in
Halse Lane to see if it could be replaced. Some road signs from previous
works across and surrounding the parish have never been collected (road
closed and animal health). SP is sure that they would be useful to the
Highways team so they will be put together in one place and then a
request to be placed re collection.

Updates from Somerset Councillors: There is little to report at this time. The
ENPA have some grant funding available and it is hoped that Mr Thurlow may be
able to access this to support repairs to the car park. CW will liase. There was a
good session at the LCN meeting from Nicola Dawson re emergency planning
following the coach crash and the excellent response from Wheddon Cross and
Cutcombe. A local meeting is being planned. Discussion took place about the
provision of a place of safety in Winsford. There is still no village hall key available
for councillors to use in the event of an emergency. Options for power were
discussed and it appears that while some parishes are opting for generators others
prefer the more portable power packs. MM is going to the Somerset Prepared
conference and will find out more about the power packs. The mast which has
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86.7

made such a difference in providing mobile signals for the parish, increasing safety,

appears to have failed during the recent power cuts.
Discuss the response from ENPA re the proposed Withycombe and Upcott
Schemes: IB continues to liaise with parties involved in this project and has had
recent communications from ENPA. It seems the Forestry Commission sees the
process as complete now but ENPA would wish to add further comments. They have
a Future Landscapes Officer who will be reviewing the schemes. The Parish
Councillors noted that there is reduced density and better scrub levels, however it
was felt that the concerns raised previously had not been sufficiently addressed. Itis
hoped that it will be on the ENPA agenda for discussion. A link to information for
interested parties is on the Parish Council website — in recent notices dated July 16™.

FN/SP left the meeting at 20.03

86.8

86.9

86.10

86.11

Discuss the level of sewage discharge into the local rivers: This was raised
following several recent press reports including one in the West Somerset Free
Press. The reports state that levels of discharge appear to be higher within National
Park areas at times. It was agreed that there is little that can be done, but that the
Parish Council will be interested in monitoring this going forward. MM reported that
the West Somerset Flood Group have also noted this and will be following up. Also
the Campaign for National Parks and Exmoor Society groups will be monitoring this.
Discuss the request received from Somerset Art Works: It was agreed that as
there is still some money held in the account from the sale of Ann Le Bas artworks
this should be used to pay the requested £30 donation. Discussion took place re the
remaining funds and MH suggested getting a quote re framing the pictures which
were donated to the Village Hall so they could be put up. MM proposed supporting
this and IB seconded.
Finance;
a) To receive the finance report and agree to pay the amounts due:
Payments were agreed for JY £279 (reimbursement) and car park
maintenance £65. Approved KC, seconded IB and approved by all
b) To agree closure of NS&lI account upon confirmation of new NATWest
deposit account being open, and the transfer of funds: Agreed,
proposed KC, seconded IB and approved by all
c) Approve purchase of Wreath for Remembrance Day: Proposed IB,
seconded MM, approved by all
Parish resilience and preparedness; Update re Village Place of Safety and
access including proposed grant application for power packs: Discussed in
86.6. It was retiterated that establishing and registering the place of safety is vitally
important following the bus crash. The LCN meeting confirmed this, along with advice

from Nicola Dawson.

12. Winsford Village Green Trust;

a) To receive the finance report and agree to pay the amounts due:
Payments were agreed for maintenance costs £65 and bin installation costs
£58.03. Proposed KC, seconded IB agreed by all.

b) Village Green Maintenance including cleanliness of picnic tables:
Following discussion it was felt that not all of the benches and table are under
trees. It was recognised that finding poo on the tables is not ideal but that
outdoor furniture anywhere is vulnerable to this problem. It was suggested
that it would be beneficial to ask Mr Edward to repeat his sterling work in the
River Winn, clearing weeds from the banks. MH will liaise with him.
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c) AOB: There has been a kind offer of two oak trees from Ann Le Bas’s
land. It was felt that there is no room on the Green for when they become
mature, and it was suggested that the PCC or WRA committees be
approached.

13. Correspondence and Emails received: There is a planning checklist from ENPA to be
looked at and responded to, this will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

14. Reports from Councillors on meetings attended: CW attended the LCN meeting in
Wheddon Cross. Much was discussed with a focus on Emergency Planning. CW
fed back that the underneath and side of the road where the bus crash took place
has been damaged so it is not safe to return the railings and reopen the road, so it
will be a long term situation re traffic lights. Some people are jumping the lights due
to the long delays at times, and this interferes with the sequencing so there is a plea
for patience.

MM attended the recent Flood Group meeting. It was helpful as always, but there is
the continuing frustration that the Environment Agency send representatives for
Somerset while Winsford comes under Devon. She reported that requests had been
sent to Defra to support river improvements, but only 40% were issued so less work
will be carried out as a result. Grants are available from Somerset Rivers Authority
but only to people applying in partnership. She suggested that a joint application
could be made with Somerset County potentially. A competent overview must be
evident in any requests. She reiterated that keeping Winn Brook clear is essential in
an attempt to lessen any flooding. CW raised the issue of riparian ownership and
whether people fully recognise their responsibilities in this area. MM suggested that
the poster that she has previously shared with homeowners could be placed on the
central noticeboard. CW wondered whether the Environment Agency would be
willing to put on a session for local riparian landowners, and whether anyone would
wish to attend such a session. MM felt that she has done her best to spread the
word to those interested, and it was agreed to discuss this more at the next meeting.

15. Any Other Business: The will be a vacancy for another Parish Councillor following the
meeting in November as Councillor Mileham will be retiring from her role on the
Parish Council. She has been a member of the Council for ten years and was
thanked for her contribution to the parish. JY will liaise with the county team re the
process for appointing a replacement councillor.

16. Items for Next Agenda: ENPA checklist, riparian landowner information session,
councillor vacancy.

17. Date of Next meeting — 27" October 2025 at 7.00 in Winsford Village Hall

There being no further business CW closed the meeting at 21.06
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