MINUTES OF WINSFORD RECREATION ASSOCIATION MEETING

23RD APRIL 2025

PRESENT:

Frazer Lawrence (FL) - Chair; Jayne Luscott (JL) - Secretary; Jo
Lawrence (JL); Sue Hayes (SH); Andrew Blackmore (AB); Ellen
Chamberlain (EC); Ian Chamberlain (IC); Jane Orchiston (JO); Ros
Rees (RR); David Luscott (DL) - 100 Club; and Ian Whybrow (IW) -
Treasurer

1. OPENING REMARKS:

The Chairman welcomed and thanked everyone for attending, with a
special welcome to the three new Trustees: Jo Lawrence, Ellen
Chamberlain and Ian Chamberlain.

2. APOLOGIES:

Received from Mike Hayes and Bryany Neal.

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST:

None reported.

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:

Minutes of the last meeting, February 12t 2025 had been circulated
and were approved by those present.



5. TREASURER’S REPORT:

A copy of the current finances was distributed to those present. The
Treasurer reported that a shortfall in the expected figures had been
brought about due to a couple of unexpected expenditures — in
particular an unexpectedly large cricket pavilion water bill and the
cost of dealing with an invasion of moles on the lower tennis court and
recreation fields.

£629.50 had been donated by Jayne Davis in memory of Ollie. It was
decided to use some of the donation to have a bench made, with a
suitable plaque inscribed upon it in commemoration of Ollie, and then
to see if it would be possible to place the bench in the church
grounds. It was felt that this would be a benefit to all of the Parish and
a great way to remember the lineage of the donation.

The existing Charibond arrangements were due to end and the WRA
had been given alternative options for investment by the firm that ran
the Charibond. These were discussed, and non seemed particularly
attractive. The Treasurer suggested a transfer of the Charibond funds
into a 95 day notice account, which was currently paying around 3%
interest. This was approved by those present. Action - IW.

There had been a larger than expected water bill for the Cricket
Pavilion. This may have been the result of some historic charges, or
due to leakage in the pipe between the water meter and the pavilion -
a distance of some 400m. The situation would be investigated by the
WRA. Action - IW and AB.



6. 100 CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS:

DL reported that subscription uptake was higher than normal at this
time, though it was most likely due to the fact that more members
were choosing to pay their fees via BACS. A rota, amongst the
Trustees would shortly be drawn up to follow up with existing and
possible new members.

7. FUTURE EVENTS:

There was an open debate about future events and the timing of them,
bearing in mind that other groups within the village had arranged
events and functions. For example, the Winn Club already had a Barn
Dance planned for September. It was agreed that no new activities
would take place over the next few months but that later in the year
the old favourites would remain in place:

e Skittles and Duck Racing on the Green.
e Halloween Pumpkin Carving.
e Father Christmas.

Other fund-raising suggestions included:

e Entertainer/Musicians in November 25. Action — JO& RD to scope.
e A Quiz Night in February 26. Action — EC to scope.

e A Village Treasure Hunt, on foot. Late April 26.

e A Saxophonist. TBC.

In addition, Sue Hayes volunteered that funds raised from Xmas Bingo
could go towards the WRA. This offer was gratefully accepted by the
other Trustees.



8. CRICKET CLUB,;

AB reported that Winsford CC had forfeited their first fixture due to
lack of player availability — likely due to a clash of dates with one of
the Hunt Balls.

The Pavilion had been thoroughly spring-cleaned ready for the new
season and the exterior had been repainted.

The Recreation Association had previously agreed to cover the cost of
the paint. Action — AB to send the paint receipts to the Treaurer.

The Chairman gave thanks to AB for all his efforts in achieving this,
and for rolling the lower tennis court field and for cutting up the fallen
tree that had fallen down onto the lower tennis court field during the
winter storms. SH was asked if Charles might remove the remaining
smaller branches from the field next time he was passing in his
tractor. SH agreed to ask.

9. TENNIS CLUB:

This report was given by the Chair. He thanked Mike Hillier for
repairing the roof of the tennis shed and for repainting it as well.

The tennis courts were reported as being in reasonable condition
after the winter and were about to be sprayed with moss and weed
killer.

The Molecatcher had been busy on the recreation and lower tennis
court fields.

Although the lower tennis court field had been rolled, it needed
further work. SH agreed to ask Charles to roll the field again using a
heavy roller. Action — SH.

The Chair would look to reapply for a grant to help towards the cost of
refurbishment of the courts.



10. APPOINTMENT OF NEW OFFICERS;

The Chair gave a heartfelt vote of thanks to JL (Outgoing Secretary)
and to DL (Outgoing 100 Club Co-ordinator).

Ian Chamberlain would take over a Secretary.

RR, JO and EC would manage the 100 Club subscriptions between
them.

New Trustees would liaise with their outgoing counter-parts to ensure
a smooth transfer.

11. AOB:

AB proposed slightly widening one of the gaps in the hedge between
the Recreation Field and the Lower Tennis Court Field in order to
provide access for the gang-mowers. This was so that, potentially for
next year, the lower field could be mown when the recreation field
was mown.

Not all of the access points between the lower field and recreation
field had notices displayed for dog owners. The Chairman agreed to
redress this matter. Action — FL to have signs made.

VE DAY 80t Anniversary celebrations raised considerable
discussions. Subject to informing the Parish Council, it was agreed
that WRA would encourage people to decorate their homes and
gardens and to join together on the Village Green on Monday May 5t
from noon onwards and bring along their own picnics. It was viewed
as an important, but low key event.

The Chair would contact the Parish Council and let them know —
Action — FL to contact the Parish Council Chair.



Action - IC to lead on publicity for the event, produce a risk
assessment and to make sure that the village green was available for
the gathering.

12. CLOSING REMARKS:

The Chairman noted that this was the first time that a WRA meeting
had overrun, albeit only by 10 minutes. He apologised.

Thanks were given to all for a successful and positive meeting.

Next meeting, emergencies excepted, to be held on Tuesday 234
September 2025, 6.00pm at The Royal Oak.

MEETING CLOSED AT 7.10pm



