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WINSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Winsford Parish Council held on Monday 

28th April 2025, at 19.00pm in Winsford Village Hall 

PRESENT: Councillors: Colin Wilkins (CW) – Chair, Ian Brooks (IB), Mel Mileham (MM), 

Mike Hillier (MH), Kevin Connell (KC), Bryany Neal (BN), Sarah Little (SL) and Clerk Jennifer 

Yates (JY).  

Somerset Councillor Steven Pugsley (SP) attended part of the meeting. 

CW opened the meeting at 19.02 

82.1 Public Question Time: None 

82.2 Apologies for non-attendance: None 

82.3 Declaration of Interests: None 

82.4 To agree the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held 31st March, and any 

outstanding actions: Minutes approved as a true record – Proposed KC, Seconded 

BN.  CW reported that he is in contact with the Magna representative for the area for 

ongoing talks re parking at their Ash Lane and Edbrooke properties.  The Winsford 

Recreation Association are planning to hold a skittles event on the Village Green, no 

objection was raised as long as their risk assessment is in place before the event as 

usual. 

82.5 To discuss planning application; WTCA 25/08 

Location: KARSLAKE HOUSE, WINSFORD, MINEHEAD, TA24 7JE 

Proposal: Works to trees in a conservation area: To fell 1 no. Spruce (T1) and 1 

no. Lawsons Cypress (T2) 

It was agreed to support this proposal. 

82.7 Discuss recent information regarding sewage overflow into the Exe in 

Winsford: MM reported that two properties had recent issues with sewage coming 

up around the manhole covers at their locations.  Following investigation by the water 

authority it was found that there was a large blockage which was cleared, and the 

issue did appear to be isolated to their shared drains rather than more widespread.  

She also reported that the figures reveal a high level of discharge into the river Exe in 

2023. This is only supposed to occur when the pumps are overwhelmed and there 

needs to be an emergency discharge.  It was agreed that since the pumps have been 

replaced there does not appear to be discharge occurring on a regular basis but this 

needs to be monitored going forward.  BN reported that the pipe that runs down the 

back of the waterside properties opposite the village hall used to be protected by a 

concrete casing, but this has eroded and mostly fallen away.  It was agreed to invite 

the water authority to come back to assess it – they have checked it a few years ago 

but it has deteriorated since then. 

82.8 Discuss the current situation re housing stock in the village: CW has done an 

evaluation as to how the housing stock is being used in the village including 112 

properties.  He reported that nearly 10% are being used as second homes, as long 

as five holiday lets and five empty properties.  This information was received very 

positively and it was agreed that it is very useful to have to hand should the County 

require information about properties that may become available for housing. 

82.9 To consider Highways Matters including speed monitoring: The traffic police 

currently have a monitor in place in the village.  It is to assess both the volume of 

traffic and also whether speeding is an issue they need to follow up on. 

SP arrived at 19.46 
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82.6 Updates from Somerset Councillors: County matters are largely ongoing with little 

to report. The LCN Highways group met in the last week.  They discussed the recent 

issue at Wheddon Cross caused by a large vehicle which caused some traffic 

problems.  This incident has highlighted the need for there to be nominated staff 

available to provide out of hours emergency responses who have local knowledge, 

as the team who attended were part of the contractor team based out of the County.  

Cutcombe Hill will be resurfaced during May, with the work taking place during the 

day.  SP confirmed that council tax is higher for homes which are identified as second 

homes and that most local parishes are likely to have a similar percentage of second 

homes. Progress is being made re the signage to Halse Farm on the roads from 

Exford direction which currently discourage caravans/camper vans from coming in 

the direction of Halse Farm to avoid them coming into Dulverton via Lady Street.  SP 

agreed to follow up with Mr Thurlow re the car park. 

82.10 Discuss the proposed Tree Planting project at Upcott and Withycombe: IB has 

been liaising with his contacts at Zulu Ecosystems and ENPA.  It appears that the 

proposals have been amended, to add more scrub at low levels, ready to be 

resubmitted to the Forestry Commission.  ENPA will continue to monitor this and let 

IB know should they hear anything further.  SP will also look out for anything further 

relating to this. 

SP left the meeting at 20.12 

82.11 Discuss and prepare for the Annual Assembly to be held on 15th May: It was 

agreed that MM will present information re the Village Archive, and CW will relay 

information about the resilience plan as part of his Council Report.  CW has arranged 

with representatives of other bodies in the village to speak at the meeting. 

82.12 Finance: To receive financial report and agree to pay amounts due: Payments 

were agreed for car park mowing £65 and SALC/NALC affiliation fees £143.92.  The 

precept for 2025/26 of £10,120 has been received. It was agreed that from this point 

on the Parish Council will pay the fees for the Archive searches and will include this 

in their annual accounts planning. 

82.13 Winsford Village Green Trust  

a) Finance Report: Payment of £65 was agreed for mowing.  The current account 

balance is £2,064.24 and the savings account balance is £1,793.79.  Approval 

was given to purchase the bin for the Green at the cost of £425 from the 

remaining grant funds.  

b) AOB: The fence which needs repair belongs to the neighbouring property.  The 

Trust will liaise with the owner with regard to the required fencing wire.  MH will 

assess whether tension wires will be needed in addition. 

82.14 Correspondence and Emails received: None 

82.15 Reports from Councillors on meetings attended: None 

82.16 Any Other Business: None 

82.17 Items for Next Agenda: Election of Chair and Vice Chair, also setting dates for the 

meetings for the next year. 

82.18 Date of Next meeting –  Tuesday May 27th 2025 at 7.00 in Winsford Village Hall  

 

There being no further business CW closed the meeting at 20.50. 

 

 


